.etat. 54.]
Oliver Goldsmith.
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•Ie had, no doubt, a more than common share of that hurry of deas which we often find in his countrymen, and which some-imes produces a laughable confusion in expressing them. He /as very much what the French call im ttourdi*, and from anity and an eager desire of being conspicuous wherever he /as, he frequently talked carelessly without knowledge of the ubjectj or even without thought. His person was short, his ountenance coarse and vulgar, his deportment that of a scholar .ukwarclly affecting the easy gentleman3. Those who were n any way distinguished, excited envy in him to so ridiculous .n excess, that the instances of it are hardly credible3. When
hat his character would be suffici-ntly supported by his works. If it ndeed was his intention to appear bsurd in company, he was often ery successful. But with due clefer-nce to Sir Joshua's ingenuity, I hink the conjecture too refined. 30SWELL.
Horace Walpole's saying of the' in-pired ideot' is recorded in Davics's ~iarrick, ii. 151. Walpole, in his Metiers, describes Goldsmith as ' a :hangcling that has had bright gleams of parts,' (v. 458); 'a fool, he more wearing for having some ,ense,' (vi. 29); 'a poor soul that lad sometimes parts, though never :ommon sense,' (ib. p. 73); and an idiot, with once or twice a fit of jarts,' (if>. p. 379). Garrick's lines— 'Here lies Nolly Goldsmith, for
shortness called Noll, "Who wrote like an angel, but
talked like poor Poll,' ire his imaginary epitaph on Goldsmith, which, with the others, gave rise to Retaliation,   Forster's Goldsmith, ii. 405.
1 Rousseau accounting for the habit he has 'de balbutier promptemcnt des paroles sans iddes,' continues, 'je crois quevoilh. dequoi faire assez comprendre comment n'e'tant pas un sot, j'ai cependant souvent passe* pour 1'Stre, meme chez des gens en
e"tat de bien juger. . . . Lc parti que j'ai pris d'e"crire et de me cacher cst precisdment celui qui me convenait. Moi present on n'aurait jamais su ce que je valois, on nc 1'aurait pas soup-conn^ m&me.' Les Confessions, Livre iii. See flost, April 27, 1773, where Boswcll admits that ' Goldsmith was often very fortunate in his witty contests, even when he entered the lists with Johnson himself:' and April 30, 1773, where Reynolds says of him : ' There is no man whose company is more liked.'
" Northcote, a few weeks before his death, said to Mr. Prior:—'When Goldsmith entered a room, Sir, people who did not know him became for a moment silent from awe of his literary reputation ; when he came out again, they were riding upon his back.' Prior's Goldsmith, i. 440. According to Dr. Percy :—' His face was marked with strong lines of thinking. His first appearance was not captivating; but when he grew easy and cheerful in company, he relaxed into such a display of good humour as soon removed every unfavourable impression.' Goldsmith's Misc. Works, i. 117.
3 ' Dr. Goldsmith told me, he himself envied Shakespeare.' Walpole's Letters, vi. 379. Boswell, later on (post, May 9, 1773), says :—' In myhen about to visit the vault, and that the performance of the promise was then claimed. The company at one o'clock went into the church, and the gentleman tol, in lydK, ill the prrf.ire to llie third edition cif hi'. ('iir<i\ii di-M tilled 'the warmth uf iillVriinii and die dignity tif vcnetatiun1 wiili whirh lie never eea'-ed In dunk uf Mr. JitliiiMin,
